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THE THRILLING ADVENTURES
I .

OF DICK ANTHONY OF ARRAN TALBOT

By

MUNDY
(Conrfcht. 1M.I

dawned on the Caspian. 'On a
DAY of land that stretched

through the marsh to make
the only landing place two men

fought savagelj'. with tearing fingers-h- ot
hissing, face to face.

From out of the mist to seaward came
the unexpected, deadened thump of oars,
but the two fought on.

A sail de eloped out of the Immeasur-
able haze. It swaj-e- and grew nearer,
silent, slack draped, shadowy.

A rudder gurgled as an angle changed.
Hut the two on shore lay locked In
their hate hold deaf, dumb obllvlous.cx-ce- pt

to blood lust.
The creaking of the weary oars, began

again, and u heavy-beame- d unpalnted
native craft crept- - shoreward, head on.
to the slow flap of an unfilled soli.

A giant leaped from the bows, face
forward, ready for happenings. He
caught the hellish rasp of breath, fought
for between clenched fingers, and leaned
forwarq with one hand to his ear

"They'll be fechtin'. ilr. Dicky, close

at han'!"
"Make fast then and wait for me!"
The giant dragged the anchor over- -

board, and plunged It Into clay with one
sweep of his tremendous arms. The
action was Instant, but lie had not
finished before another mail stood be

side him. who surely seemed lord of
all he looked at; stood and looked as
Viking necr did for the Vikings were
slaves to superstition, and this man.
Dick Anthony, was free. He had a
strange old clanTore hung to his side.

Dick stopped, and stooped to look

closer into a patch of trampled grass.
Andry MacDougal crouched behind him

like a well-train- hound in leash. Dick
seized a human leg and tugged at it;
but there was no response.

Andry moved and chose another leg

from out the tangle. He pulled as If

lie were helping to get an anchor up

and the instant they were wrenched

apart each turned on his rescuer: and
numb. dumb, breathless they had spite

enough remaining Jo be dangerous. Dick

had to kneel on his man and squeeze

the fight out of htm.
Andry carried his savage

to the waters edge and ducked him un-

til he was too weak to remonstrate; then
he laid him on the grass.

"See yon:" he grinned, pointing.
Dick followed the direction of his fin-

ger, stooped where the grass hid been
trampled by the fighting, and up Karageorgovlch
a little leather bag.

At the same Instant, at the bight of
the same small bag in Dick's hands, the
men who had fcught to a stalemato re
covered breath, will, reason, or at least
instinct. Instinctively Dick and Andy
glanced, each to make sure that the other
was alert. Thej-- glanced back, and thero
was nothing where the two had been:
they had vanished like frightened ani-

mals.
"Did the bag have a deal o' silver in

it?" woudered Andrj.
said Dick.

From the boat that had borne them
out of unexpectedness the rowers and
their chief eight men in turbans were
pitching their belongings to the shore In
hurried silence.

"Do jou happen to recognize this place,
1"- -' eg Ali Khan?" Dick asked

"Nay. sahib! But " recognize dry land
and know that Allah made it!"

jou care to sail farther, and
trj for a better landing?

"God forbid, sahib!" The Afghan step
ped ashore, and bow cd his stateliest.

"Didn't like it. ch"
"May devils rot the boat and Russians

ride in It!" swore Usbeg Ali Khan.
"Russian gunboats are scouring the

Caspian now for a sight of it." said Dick
Andrj pricked up his ears; Usbeg Ah

Khan stroked his black beard, and his
seven waited silently iir line, as became
the henchmen of a v.arrlor.

'Burn the boat. Andry!" ordered Dick.
A moment later smoke came from the

afterpart Two minutes
more, and a tongue of flame licked up
They watched until a Caspian ripple lap-
ped over the sizzling bulwarks like the
lip of Nemesis, and there was nothing
left but embers staining the smooth sea.

Dick turned to see eight Afghans with
their hilts thrust out toward him. At a
word from Usbeg Khan thej drew. Eight
blades shot upward, shimmering In the
morning sun. Eight pairs of level, Asiatic
cjes looked into Dick's.

And so, in the cool of a Trans-Caspia- n

morning, the last of the Anthonj s took
his first steel-tippe- d salute, and answered
it The cUjniorc's Jeweled hilt went, to
his own lips, and he knew- - then that
ho and these eight men stood plcdgcdein
the bond unbreakable the soldier a.

It was Andry who broke the spell.
"What's j on?" he asked, tiolntlng.
"A said Dick. "A horse graz

ing!"
Bight of the ten had been war taught

in the trick of looking quicklj-- , Andrj- -

had learned In the annv and at sea; jet
Dick was nulckest- - Centerlmr from a
horse that grazed with an empty saddle
on his back, all ejes searched out the
plain In widening rings. In a moment
Dick was off. running head forward, with
drawn sword, and the others not jet
knowing why thej ran were streaming
after him, Andrj' last.

Then they all saw what Dick had seen
at once, and jelled in chorus.

But no jells ever scared a pricked pig
from his quarry. Gray, red-eje- d, foam-
ing at the mouth, squealing and grunt-
ing with Indignation, tho

of all the boars was squan-
dering the minutes, trj ing to turn a man
over and so gore his stomach. The boar
bled where a lance had touched him, the
man where the four-Inc- h tushes had
ripped through his clothing In a dozen
places to the skin. But the man still
lived, and still had wit. and strength
enough to shield his face.

The graj boar was too busv-- at his
worrj- - to heed shouts, ami It was not un
til Dick Anthonj- - running" as If there

jards tnat me uruie iookcu up at mm.
blinked twice and charged.

Ths sword blade went like streak
of light tame out reeking. crimson.

"Is that good fellow hurt?" salA
voice.

Thej all turned togetner to face one--

a muddied Vandke beard. Ills clothes I fSS$S&$$S$fl$S$$SSi$$SS$S&&5&

were nearly ripped from him; one Ions
riding boot was cut from knee to heel
as If It had been paper, and he was
bleeding here and there, though In no
place' badly.

Tour horse?" Dick asked.
"Yes." The roan was more Interested

In Andry's wound than In his own
troubles. He was watching over Dick's
shoulder.

"Camp near?"
"A mile away."
"Servants?"
"Two. Cock bearer and groom."
"Any money In the camp?" asked

Dlirk.
"Yes. Some. Why?"

How much money, contained In what?"
asked Dick.

The man stared harder et. and looked
uncomfortable.

"I keep my money In a leather bag
with my initials on it."

"Gold, by any chance?" asked Dick.
"English gold." said the one-eye- d man.

He was satisfied by this time that Dick
meant to rob htm.

"What are the Initials on the bag?"
acVpJ DIclw "

"R. L." The man was speculating
again, wildly now. Then Dick reached In
his nocket and nulled out the little
leather bag.

"Count 'em!" he said, holding it out.
The man chose not to count. He

slipped the bag Into his pocket, and
his face expressed astonishment, apol-
ogy, bewilderment In turn.

"May I reward your men " he asked.
He held out the bag that Dick had

given him. and for once in his life
Dick did not understand. He actually
flushed. The stranger, feeling very
much stranger, wilted.

"I beg pardon." he said.
It was plain that he still did not

quite, believe his senses:
"Won't jou catch his horso7" said

Dick, for most of the Afghans were
clustered close to listen.

"Jly own servants ought to be
somewhere near." tald the one-eye- d

man uneasily.
Two of Usbeg Ali Khan's men led

the hor.se up at a walk, and held It
while its owner climbed Into the sad-
dle clumsily: his hurts were stiffening'.

"I'd like to do more than Just say.
Thank you'." he said, looking from
Dick to Andry and then back again.
"Mj name's Lancaster Robert Lan-
caster."

"You might have mentioned that
before." suid Dick "I'm Richard

"Of Arran?"
"Yes." v
A new .world of understanding and

a dozen mlxad emotions swept across
the man's face.

"If that's who jou are. I can be of
serviee." he safld emphatically. "Will
you come over to my tent? I'll be
happy to give you some information."

"Information about what?"
"About the Okhrana."
"Never heard of It."
"Ever hear of the Princess Olga

picked

"Gold!"

"Would

horse!"

Yes." said Dick, frowning.
"She's the paw of the Okhrana. Will

jou come?"
Dick nodded.
By the time thej reached the two

white tents that glistened onlj one de-
gree less than the myriad Kilt deposits,

had formed about as many
false conclusions as one man well may
form within one hour.

Then thej' all took seats on chairs
and boxes In the larger of the two
tents, and Robert Lancaster at once
thrust out his muddy little beard as
he found himself jt terrific disad-
vantage. Three pairs of calm, unfrlght- -
rnrd ryes were leveled at him. He felt
them read him to the marrow. And he
onlj had one eje to answer back.

"Who's going to talk first, you or I?'
he asked.

"You arc." said Dick; and Robert Lan
caster, nearlj- - closing his one eje. be.
came aware that what Dick said was so.

Lancaster fished Inside an Inner pock-
et, which had escaped ripping by a mir
acle, he produced a card case, drew out
a clean card, and laid It in front of
Dick, as if it were the ace of trumps
Dick picked up the card and recognized
the name of a financial house that Is
nearly as well known as some nations
are. Robert Lancaster's name was In
a bottom comer.

"I am their representative In Persia,"
he said.

"Banker is what I have called my-- lf

In Teheran for twenty years. Agent
is what I am. That Includes a lot of
things, it Includes, for example, the
cultivation by means at my discre-
tion, of Intimate relations with certain
of the telegraph people and others."

His ono eje was watching keenlj for
signs of some effect on his audience.

"I know all your recent hlstorj'. Mr.
Anthony!"

"For. Instance." he continued, "I
know- - that u were offered the com-
mand of the aftnj". in the third
attempt he wants to make the
throne of Tcrsia. You refused. You
broke through the ranks of a Cos
sack regiment that tried to arrest you.
ana put to sea In the teeth of a storm
through which not even the gunboats
dared follow jou. Am I correct, as
far as I have gone?"

"So far." said Dick.
"Then, believe mV. Mr. Anthonj-- , I

am correct, too. when T say that your
description has been telegraphed to
everj- - point around the Caspian, and
eveij- - avenue for escape has, been cut
off. You are certain or arrest If
should trj- - to move In any direction."

He pointed a finger at Dick, and
looked along it with his one eye. as a
man squints down a rifle barrel. Dick
did not blench or answer.

'The Princess Olga Karageorgovlch
I understood vou to say jou know who
she Is has telegraphed to all points
the offer of a reward of five thousand
rubles for jour capture alive."

Dick looked Interested, but was not
moved to comment.

"Under all the circumstances, our
meeting Is the most fortunate thine
that could have happened, and not to
you onlj--. I flatter myself that many,
very many, will benefit by it later on.
The point I'm driving at is this:
From all accounts, you are a man
worth while. If u had seemed an

. . . .- - .easj man 10 ingnien or mane use ui,
you would have been of no use to me.
But a man who can break through
Russia's hold as did is the rerj
man I have been looking for Is
man. Mr. Anthony, who can set mo ,to
writing cablegrams in code!" I1

He sat hack and looked away, as If
he expected Dick to arise and answer
him; but Dick sat still: so after a
minute ho continued:

"Reasoning along the line that the
Okhrana would not make such frantic
efforts to capture a nonentltj-- . I de-

cided before ever I met jou to be-
friend you If I could as matter of

were thirty men behind him and a Rugbyl business policy. The business pollcy
soal In front had reached within ten! remain., but a very strong element of

In a
and

a

a

a

a

on

a

a

personal regard Is added to the mo
tive for the oner I win make.

He might have been addressing
three Supreme Court Judges. All
three looked interested, and Dick by
no means least of them; but Lancas-
ter felt like the pleader for a weak

cjed man In a battered sun helmet and 'cause. Instead of what he was ac- -

M -r T

"Go,Tell theCzar!"
A -

tually a man of Influence with Influ- - i .pointed straight at Dick. "We have been
ence to offer, at a price. Not ono of I waiting for a man for the man"'
the three was Inattentive or Indlffer
cnt. Tet no three men he had ever
met had looked so noncommittal.

"You said 6u have never heard of
the Okhrana. It In the secret police
of Russia. The Okhrana Is the devil,
busy about building hell and the
hell is here. In Persia, Mr. Anthony!"

Dick sat a little straighten but said
nothing.

"I Invite you to wage, war on this
devil. Mr. Anthony you, with what-
ever following you have as yet!"

"Is tile invitation jour own?"
"No. sir; my firm's. It shall be con

firmed,

mou-
ntainsmany

on behalf am I and
to " "It's tempting enough."

ft nnilpu i mt "Alllf!a t a uses, o. vr. vvs in, j v ivmu .

In it nits trw trn lr f n ri Frrt ' ai lit t s- -

your Mr. s. Your firm. shlpl I In It?"
out that I arms ammunition, I haven't a as Interest as she

forefinger again. '"You dare not go they j

you could the But I as he

Is warrant out for jou on account of
the part jou plajed In Egjpu You are

British You see my informa
tion Is complete u my tele

tentacles far and
Here goes the first in jour teeth'

said Usbeg All Khan, and rat-
tling saber. "I fling It I, who

the of that in Alex
to the authorities! Is no

for him, and there villi be none.
I told how he fought, and then fled from
men who would have hlin because
he too jet not be one
of answered that my word
was It is good now. and bj the

of the Prophet I swear I will rido
anj whither with him. and bear him wit
ness In anj court in anj-- land. And I
will fight beside him with this
wherever and he sees fit
to lead. My word Is given. I am Usbeg
AU Khan!"

Ho again, his teeth
showing in a thin line

and moustache, and his vcrj
whiskers bristling with

"I wish vou had mentioned that be
fore " pnM Dick. "I've been nil Ihbi time'
Imagining the British and Egjptian gov-

ernments were both me."
"Sahib." said the Afghan, proudlj.

I not spoken, now that Is
need?"

"Thanks," said Dick.
"Salaam, sahib!"
Robert Lancaster, watching like a

ferret with his one eje. and possessed
of enough sense to toss conclusions,

he them decided that
Dick Anthony was not a man to fright-
en Into he felt sure,

have nerve enough to dare all the
Cossack officers on earth, now that he

his own honor to be
"I suppose go home, Mr.

Anthony?" he said.
"I have j ears' of absence."

answered '

"Then maj- - I ask what jou propose to

"To Weren't jou me an
offer?"

I was asking you to help Per-
sia."

"What have you or your firm got to do
with It?"

"Wc have manj- - millions, Mr. Antlfony.

ciciena wnat wc nave spent, aircauj.
will not. we can help stand by

and see Russia nose led by
conspiracy penetrate, and occupy, and

as doing in defiance of all
promises and treaties. Ho leaned for-
ward, and again the forefinger

:::

To do
"To
'To lead whom?"
"I Mr. Anthonj-- . that the pa-

triots, the few men who love
Persia and would ficlit for her, dare

(.not themselves for fear of Russia.
Most of them are In hiding In the

of them not very far from
here. Take command of men,
the Cossacks out of northern Persia by
quick, stern action, and within two weeks
you will have the of Persia at.
your back, and the Great Powers (goad-
ed, remember, by finance) behind Per- -
slj. All that are needed are the courage

"And whose asked the initial heroic effort!
tight laughed Dick,

"Danla's 'citnniMitnf tViotoiifivciiioi aulhnrltt
"First would part she asked with

cautioned, and and of dared
home. doubt could show.

even escape. There refuse "Yes. once

officer.
about

graphic reach wide!"

his
whole affair

andria There

killed
knew much, would
them! Thej--

good.
beard

saber,
whom

down white
tierce, his

black beard
tight.

after,

"have there

aside
when found wrong,

doing Dick,
would

knew
jou'll then,

three leave
Dick.

dor'
listen.

"Yes.

keep,

long

what?
lead"'

mean,
good, loyal

show

those drive

whole

"Dick, she said, "Let us this game together."

British officer for no other reason."
Robert Lancaster detected a move-

ment of Usbeg All's eje that Rave him
unexpected encouragement. lie looked

Andrj- - and read disappointment on
the big man's face. So long he could
speak. Robert Lancaster could voice an
argument.

"Will talk to these patriots. Mr.
Anthenj. and saj- - a few words to en-
courage them?"

"Certalnlj-.- " said Dick. "I'd be glad
to talk to them. First, though. I need
food for mj men. horses alhd trans-
portation."

"I was coming to that." said Lan-
caster He turned to Usbeg All Khan.
"You." he said, "are the least llkelj- - of
the partj- - to be recognized. Will
be good lenough to take m- - horse and
a message I will write to a place about
ten miles nway from here? My sig-
nature under a requisition will be
enough to produce everything needed,

I mj orders from
Sahihl'i-eal- d the Afshan.

"Go. please." said Dick.
Some, twentj- - minutes later Robert

Iancaster gave Usbeg All Khan
definite directions, and the

Afghan drove his heels In. The horse
leaped forward like a shaft bow driven.

If I)ick Anthonj- - supposed by
escapln-- c out of Russia Into Persia he
had shaken off the Princess Olga
Karageorgovlch. that was clear proof
of his Ignorance of women.

The Princess Olga had taken leave
of him. a little ostentatiously, on the
deck of the Russian tramp Trebl-zon- d;

and. though he had been cer-
tain that It was her voice whispering
orders a hole In a wall at
Baku, he felt quite sure now that pride
must have come to her aid and have
made her see the Improprletj of fol-
lowing him

Fate piled the odds a hundred high
against Dick Anthonj" when Olga
Karageorgovlch. princess of Russia.
and arch decoy for Russia's under-
world whoso power was the strength
of the Okhrana. whose youth and

were twin foils for JaTT ambi
tion, loveliest, most versatile, least
snue.tinlsh of all women set her heart
on him.

JVhlle Cossack officers still cursed
invested In Persia. Wo arc the slern of boat that disappeared
Ma'v unit wllltnr in iivn' mnr mlllfnna "

! r , I i. .- - -- - ...v. "..' iiiiu a a?pi.iii iiuirjcanc, w us ii10
We If tt,

she Is

If

as

re

ready sending telegrams. Questions
and replies, orders and acknowledg

I

of dressing her for a ball that was all
but quite official. '

She danced with a dozen men whose
were a blaze of decorations,

and she found her way ut last t a
sitting-ou- t place between half tropical
ferns and flowers on the arm of a
man who wore no decorations.

"Well?" he asked, when he had satis-fle- d
himself that none could overhear.

''Is this to be another Egypt? ' More
millions of rubles, more promises, still
less result?

"I have done my utmost In each
Instance," said the princess, divining'
that site stood on the verge of danger.

"Certain other precautions have been
taken this time." he said. "Anthony
meets with approval the very fire-
brand for the business! but your plan
goes Into the discard. Yes, we have

Tb1 rtlfi

consider position. I suppose, "Have a
thonV he holding little display

be smuggled. I'd like
supposing adventure. must a again." added darkly.

a

lie
arising

re-

ported

warrant

against

sat
between

things.

safe.

making

organized

play

at

take

peated,

that

at

through

farther.

beauty

northern a
i.. sue

breasts

"What do jou know of Lancaster?"
"Nothing." said the princess, and

the man beside her raised his eye-
brows.

"Lancaster calls himself a banker,
and is agent for big- financial Inter-
ests. He has missed no opportunity
for the last three jears of trying to
find a leader for tho 'Pa-
triotic Partj--' In northern Persia. He
win offer Anthonj- - what amounts to a
kingdom. Being a British officer.
Anthonj will probably decline, al-

though he may accept. In which case
our game Is won. But let us sup-
pose that he declines. The plaj- - Is
then thoroughij- - to insult him and
foiee him to reprisals; I understand
he Is not the man to swallow an In-

sult readllj-.- "

The princess chuckled "He will
fight!" she asserted.

"Anthonj Is to be hai rled from pil-

lar to noft- - but never killed or
.nthonji until he had given us excuse enough

for occupying northern Persia with
two or even three army corps. Pos-
session is nine points of the law,
and""And Richard Anthony Is then
mine!" said the princess unguardedly.

"No." said the grim man at her
side, declslvelj-- . "By that time. Mr.
Anthony will have ceased to be use-
ful and will have grown dangerous.
You shall choose his tombstone If jou
wish!"

At the end of ten miles of savaeelv
bad going. Usbeg All Khan's thoughts
were Interrupted by sight of a batter-
ed caravansarj- - whose walls bore
traces of more than one Cossack visi-
tation In the shape of bullet marks.
The gate was shut, hut he shouted
and the man In charge came out to
parlej. only to he kept waiting while
the Afghan made a keen-eje- d survcj
of the ground. Then it did not
sweeten Usbeg All's humor ln the
least thtfT a Cossack officer shouldswagger out beneatli the gate. look

; him over with studied insolence, read
the latteT, and ncd contemptuous per-
mission before he was admitted.

The keeper of the caravansary came
down from the heights of arrogant sus-
picion to the deeps of groveling serv lllty.
and the stables were thrown open that
Usbeg 'All might make choice.

The horses, except for three of thm.
were a sorry bunch of crocks, and the

ments, Dick's minute description, even! men who lined up to go In charge of
to his scars, flashed back and forth I them were sorrier looklntr ret-- Their
through a whole storm-shriekin- g night I groveling servility did no more than help I

soldlerwlse, oh the offensive. As he rode
In he had seen the .fresh dung and the
hoof marks of two or three troops at
least. Ho Was quite sure they would
not have left their unattended officer far
behind or for any length of time. There-
fore this was a plan and possibly a trap.

"So the Russians back in Baku know
that we have landed, eh?" he reasoned.
"For me ao Afghan there would be no
orders to hold hard. The Cossacks w ould
have leave to work their sweet will on
me and my seven. They know

has landed, and they have
learned by telegraph a description of
him and of his prowess that has turned
their bones to water! So far so good!"
But his war-train- brain assured him

that there had been a trap laid. Orders
given In advance to stable hands, and
trooiM of cavalry that galloped out of
sight when one man came were proof
to him of preconcerted plan.

So, w'th a final cat-ca- ll of derision and j

a last peppery Jest that included all Rus-- j I:
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all horse. Infantry, and j At the sound of voices his whole party,
liuiia in un Miruciuus nummary, itiaasicr liaggagc tram.
AH his little and set It a Cossack

the gate In the liter showed himself in middle
tlon of the

Followers of Ixlam!" He flattered
at the limit of his soldier lungs.

well knowing that not one of the ragged
ten deserved the "I jou now
to see a man of men. to see a warrior,
to see a king, who landed In the morn-
ing mist with a sword hung at his side

once Iskander wore Iskander the
sword of him conquered the world."
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on a I ossai K horse lie Knew n- -r in
stantlv, and she knew- - him. She waved
to him. and he did not answer.

He uathed In r gesticulating. He saw
her rallj the rctrcJtln-- ; e"osncks and get
them to lino up again. nd thin h"
saw her send one Cossack forward with
a white flag 0 he waved a handker-
chief in answer.

"Bon Jour, monsieur le bandit'" the
Princess Olga laughed at him. "I have
come to ask you for our Cossack wound-

ed, and to offer jou jour bagsage Will
you exchange? It seems we have no
prisoners."

"Send mj things and mv men's along
with Mr. Lancaster." said Dick, "and
I'll have jour wounded earrlcd through
the gap "

She sent the flag bearer galloping bai k
for Dick's belongings.

Dick watched the Cossacks lower down
driving his pack horses tn a little timid
bunch toward him. and then for ncarlv
a minute looked at the princess, seeming
almost to scorch her with his calm,
strong eje.s. Fhc felt him read her in-

ner secrets, and loved him the more
for It.

"Dick." she said. "Let us plaj- - this
came together!"

"Vou can do till. said Dick. "You
can go back whence'jou came and tell
your master, the Okhrana. that I am not
Its tool ur fool. Tell whoever It Is who
owns It. the czar If need be, that I will
e the worst thorn ever Russia had in

her side until Persia Is free! I am an
outlaw, am I? I will be one with a ven-
geance!"

"Dick! Dick Anthony!"
She made as If to put her arms out.

but he answered with a grim salute and
rode awaj.
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